CHAPTER VI
1814-1842
The Copyright Act, 1814. The British Museum and the right to
copies. Campaign of Sir Egerton Brydges and Professor Christian's
opposition. Petitions to Parliament. Second Select Committee of the
House of Commons. Monetary value of the right to copies. The Aber-
deen Colleges. Buckingham's Bill. Loss of right by certain depository
libraries. The Copyright Act, 1836.
BY the Copyright Act of 1814 (54 Geo. Ill, c. 156) the eleven
copies were still demanded from the publishers. All works pub-
lished in London were to be registered within a month of pub-
lication, or within three months if published in any other part
of the United Kingdom. Quarterly lists of the works thus entered
were to be forwarded by the Warehouse Keeper to the libraries
or their collecting agents. From these lists selections of presum-
ably desirable works were to be made. All the copies (which need
not necessarily be in a bound condition) were to be supplied
complete with maps, prints, and all other illustrative matter.1
Copies of subsequent editions of works containing no additions
or alterations need not be deposited* Additions to former pub-
lications might be printed and delivered separately. The copy for
the British Museum was in all cases to be printed upon the best
paper, and was to be deposited at Stationers' Hall simultaneously
with the registration of the work.2 The copies for the other
libraries might be given from later and more popular editions,
and need be supplied only on demand; but they had to be de-
posited within a month of the demands. The Warehouse Keeper
was required to deliver the deposited copies to the various librar-
ies within a month of their receipt from the publishers, The
publishers had the option of delivering their copies either to
Stationers' Hall or direct to the several libraries. But in all cases,
official receipts had to be given, either by the Warehouse Keeper,
1 This was one of the stipulations of the Montpellier Ordinance of Francis I
in 1537.
1 The anticipated effect of this clause was defeated for want of a littk
thought on the part of the legislators. See note to p. 62,